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Geology Research Trip in Australia

A year ago, I was preparing to move to Dekalb, Illinois in order to attend Northern
Illinois University. I had only visited NIU’s campus a few times prior to moving there, and I had
no idea what to expect. I was quite excited, but I was also a bit unsure of what my future had in
store for me.
The semester began, and I fell in love with my geology classes. I quickly found myself
looking for a way to continue learning more about geology outside of the classrooms and labs at
NIU; I wanted to experience geology in a natural, real-life setting.
Dr. Fischer and his master’s graduate student, Lilly Lueck, were looking for a student to
help assist in Lilly’s research for the summer in Australia. When they offered me the position, I
was eager to accept; however, I knew I’d need to find a way to afford the trip.
After doing some research on how to pay for the trip’s expenses, Dr. Fischer and I came
across the Student Engagement Fund. I applied right away, and I hoped for the best. A few
weeks later, I was told I was to be awarded the remainder of the money necessary for me to go to
Australia for the summer. I was, and still am, thrilled to have been chosen to become a recipient
of the Student engagement fund in order to take on such an amazing opportunity.
Thanks to the Student Engagement Fund, I was able to travel to Australia for two months
over the course of the summer of 2019. There, I was submerged into a new culture where I
learned about things that I will cherish forever. I gained firsthand experience collecting rock and
mineral samples that are to be used for later analysis in an NIU lab. I collected my own

measurements of rock orientations in order to help produce a detailed geological map. I assisted
in using a sUAS in order to capture high resolution images of various rock formations in order to
assist in making a map of the general area. I was also able to learn about, and identify, a variety
of rocks and minerals in the field; this is something that is quite difficult to do only in a
classroom perspective. There, I was able to see what it is like to watch a real geologist work, and
I’d like to think that I even started to become one myself.
I am so thankful that the Student Engagement Fund was able to fund my travels to
Australia. Having real geology field experience as an undergraduate will help to distinguish
myself from others when applying for graduate school and future careers. I was given a once in a
lifetime opportunity that was only made possible thanks to the Student Engagement Fund.

